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IMPORTANT DATES
May 16th Baptism service
May 23rd Peter and Mary Maxwell's last service with us
June 27th Stephen Black is with us beginning strategic planning
Any Questions/concerms about any of the above please contact Val Riches or
the Wardens Jacky (07 889 7170) or Lynnley (07 889 1438)

Vicar: Rev. Val Riches
Ph: 027 4448286
Email: vjriches@outlook.com
Home number: 07 888 0878
Associate Priest: Rev Lance Riches

Ph: 027 5553286
Parish Office: Ph 889 5260
Email: stmattmorr@xtra.co.nz
www.stmatthewsmorrinsville.org.nz
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Mary and Peter leave NZ (and St Matthews) this month.
Reflecting back they say
While vestry share their stories,
I’ll tell you the one about how we came to St Matthew’s.
Our plan, back in late 2006, when we moved to West Street, was to visit all the
local churches and then decide which one we would settle in. As Peter has
Anglican ‘DNA’ we started with St Matthew’s. On our first visit the vicar came
out to greet us as we walked towards the porch.
‘Hello,’ we said, ‘I’m Peter and this is Mary’.
Where’s Paul?’ was his jovial reply.
So, we kept walking in.
And then I saw the choir, on the left at the front, facing inwards, and saw Elaine
Hanan. My decision was made. A church where differently-abled people are
encouraged is a place where I want to sing too.
Later we found, with typical NZ 2 degrees of separation, that I was also related
to the vicar’s wife, so we really did feel included in many ways.
And now after 14 plus years we are about to head back to England; to our
children and their children; to do what happened years ago in the other
direction when my ancestors came to NZ from Cornwall and from Scotland.
Thank you all for being our St Matthew’s family. We have grown in faith and
community awareness here and my prayer is that you are growing likewise. We
will be far away yet close at hand because Margie will share the ‘goss’ with you
as we connect with her.
Keep growing, keep giving and keep loving all who those who are brought into
your field of vision, wherever that may be.
Together we are always God’s family.
Yours,
Mary and Peter

3

Our Vestry 2021

Vestry Members:

Wardens:
Vicar’s Warden - Jacky Hutchings
Peoples Warden - Lynnley
McKenzie

•

Melanie Budd

•

Carole Greenville

•

Murray Fowler

•

Lynne Doughty

Vestry Secretary: Jacky Hutchings

•

Diane Miers

•

Roger Miers

•

Rodney McKenzie

Treasurer: Rodney McKenzie
Synod Reps:

Chris Hutchings
Richard Hunt

Nominators: Richard Hunt,
Rodney McKenzie, Carole

Greenville and Chris Hutchings.

Vestry Minute Taker:
Diane Miers
St Matthew’s Court:
Lynnley McKenzie

MEET OUR VESTRY MEMBERS
Melanie Budd
I moved to Morrinsville in
1973 from Tuakau where my
father Rev. Gerald Hadlow
was vicar. He became vicar of
St Matthew’s, Morrinsville as
well as Archdeacon of the
Piako. We lived in the
vicarage for 7 years before
Mum & Dad moved to
Rotorua in 1980 where Dad
became vicar of St Luke’s.
Shortly after they moved I
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went on my OE for 5 months. On my return I’d had enough of moving so
stayed in Morrinsville and in 1981 married Howard in St Luke’s, Rotorua.
We have 2 children and 5 grandchildren all of whom live nearby. I also
love growing and showing roses and fishing. Being brought up in the
church, it has been part of my life. I have been involved with various
groups in the church starting when my children were little and have now
taken up a position on the vestry. I have also been Parish Fair coordinator for several years. I can contribute to the church by having a
good local knowledge and social networking.
Murray Fowler
I was born in 1939, Richmond, Nelson.
Straight after that my Mum and Dad and I
shifted to Lower Hutt where my Dad
joined the army. My education was in
Lower Hutt. In my childhood I contacted
scarlet fever and was in hospital for six
months. After losing heaps of weight and
being quite sickly I went back to Nelson
and lived with my Granma for a year. I
returned to Lower Hutt and resumed my
education.

After finishing school, I got a job as an
apprentice shoe repairer. I completed
that before becoming a truck driver which I did for much of my life.
I married Elaine in 1960. After one year of marriage we followed my
parents to Auckland and we lived there for quite some time. I drove
buses, trucks and then entered the Fire Service in 1970. I worked in the
fire service for 27 Years.
Upon retiring, I shifted to Tauhei where we rented a house near Melanie
and Howard Budd’s home. I arrived in Tasman village in 2006 and we
were one of the first residents of the village. I really like living in the
village, I like the social part, the caring of each other and where it is
5

situated..
Coming to St Matthews has made me feel good. The number of people
that call me Murray warms my heart.
I’m not as active as I use to be but being on vestry is something I can be
involved in. At this stage I am not sure what I bring to vestry but
something to work on. Thanks Murray

Lynne Doughty
I have been associated with St
Matthew’s Court since it began in 1992,
and I came then to care for my father-in
-law. Later my mother was resident
here. When I visited mum we would go
together to worship at St Matthew’s.
I am now a resident since 2014. I help
coordinate some of their social
gatherings in The Hub at St Matthew’s.
I have many supportive leadership roles
in the church such as Worship Leader,
Op-shop, Rhythm and Dance, Women’s Fellowship and flowers. Since
living here I have also become a keen croquet player.

Carole Greenville.
Having met my late husband, Brian,
while still at school I spent some
weekends with his parents on the farm
at Ngarua and would attend 8a.m
Communion at St. Matthews in the
Church which is now "The Hub".
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After our marriage in Te Aroha and then living in Ngarua, St. Matthew’s
became the Church we attended.
Over the years I was involve in Young Wives, Mothers Union and the
Choir and now enjoy my time helping at Selwyn Centre.
St. Matthew’s has always been a very big part in my life, something I am
very grateful for.

Roger and Diane Miers
Roger has been part of
St Matthew’s church
family since his family
came back to
Morrinsville and settled
down Taukoro Road
when he was 7 years
old. He was confirmed in
St Matt’s in 1968.
Diane was brought up in
Hamilton where she
attended St Luke’s Melville until she married Roger at St Peter’s
Cathedral in 1974 and together they started sharemilking at Ngarua.
As a young mum Diane joined St Matthew’s Young Women’s group and
from then became an active member of the Church. They currently farm
at Tahuna.
Roger offers his practical skills to the Church and oversees the renting of
the Vicarage. He enjoys administering the Chalice during Communion
when he is rostered on.

Diane helps in the Church Office with the finances and offers ministry in
the wider community as a Launchpad (formerly Bible In Schools)
presenter at Tatuanui School.
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Chris and Jacky Hutchings
We came to Morrinsville in
1983 following both
working in the Taranaki and
being married at All Saints
Anglican Church in Eltham.
I practiced as a Veterinarian
in Morrinsville and
Matamata for 43 years and
Jacky as a well renowned
primary teacher in several Morrinsville schools.
After we arrived we soon joined St Matthew’s Church and remained for
all of this period supporting the church as we raised our young children.
They were introduced to St Matthew’s through Baptism and Sunday
school and later attended Anglican Schools in Hamilton. Jacky taught
Sunday school for a period and has recently taken on various roles within
the Church. She now supports Val as Vicars’ Warden.
Chris has previously been on the Vestry returning in 2020 in a Health and
Safety role, Synod representative and Trustee of the St Matthew’s court
Trust. Being part of St Matthew’s church family is an important part of
our lives.

Rodney and Lynnley McKenzie
Rodney is the Treasurer
and Lynnley is currently
the peoples Warden.
We officially met each
other on our first day at
Thames High School in
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1983, although we were in the Thames Hospital Maternity annex
together in Aug 1969.
We started attending St Matthew’s in 2014, when we decided to find a
church that worked for us both. We were going to test out all the
churches before deciding which one was for us. We started with St
Matthew’s, and the rest is God's plan in action.

Richard Hunt
Richard was born in a little mining village in South
Yorkshire, England. He grew up to attend an
evangelical Methodist Church and by the age of
21 he was a qualified Lay Reader, Youth leader
and with a passion for preaching and mission.

He was married with three boys and after a house
move was attached to the Church of England as a
reader. Although qualified as a secondary school
teacher, he went on to establish various business
interests and left teaching as a primary
occupation, though maintaining an interest in
students with educational barriers and founded Learning Support Units
(LSU) in the community.
Richard remarried and moved to New Zealand in 2010 where his wife
worked in secondary education whilst Richard established and managed
a “mentor” unit for students with barriers to their learning.
A move to Morrinsville in 2011 saw him join Rotary, the Anglican Church,
and voluntary education roles, while establishing a financial services
company in the Waikato. 2016 saw a major development for Richard as
he sold his business interests to join Anglican Action part-time helping ex
-prisoners reintegrate into the community. Alongside this he continued
his love of helping students at the Intermediate school as chaplain/
mentor. He has recently resigned from Anglican Action to focus more on
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opportunities that occurred in the local community.

Lance Riches
I was born into a farming family, the oldest of
eleven children. At age 17 I was confirmed and
started to attend church regularly which led
me into various ministry roles – teaching
Sunday School and then becoming a lay reader.
I partook in the first of the non-stipended
ministry training in the Diocese which was for
three years after which I was deaconed 1978
and priested the following year.
Taumarunui parish covered an extensive area
and had 14 centres where worship was being
held regularly. Most of my ministry has been
in that parish, with particular area of responsibility as a hospital chaplain.
I have enjoyed reestablishing as a hospital chaplaincy ministry at Rhoda
Read hospital. It is an opportunity for me to meet a wider cross section
of people. Linking up with the croquet club has also enabled me to
connect with the community. Leadership within the Selwyn Centre
ministry is another weekly commitment to a wider group of people at St
Matthew’s. I feel very settled in this community.
Val Riches
I grew up on a sheep and beef farm at Waotu,
Putaruru. In 1968 we converted to Dairy farming. I
have three brothers and a sister who died
unexpectedly from meningitis a year before I was
born. After school I completed a B Management
Studies at Waikato and then two years with
multiple community jobs back in Putaruru – in the
church, High School teaching, babysitting and
university tutoring. It was during this time I was
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accepted for ministry and went to St John’s Theological College to train.
I was ordained deacon in Nov 1980 – the third woman in our Diocese,
and served my curacy in Cambridge and then Matamata. In 1984 I
married Lance and joined him on his family farm in Taumarunui. We had
three children. Just after our youngest was born I became vicar of
Taumarunui. . When our children were teenagers Lance and I job shared
so that I could spend more time supporting our children in their
equestrian activities. They were also an integral part of our church
ministry in Taumarunui.
From Taumarunui I went as Regional Dean for North East Taranaki. I was
invited to Morrinsville and I have a sense God was also doing the inviting.
It is great to be back in the Waikato!!
At St Matthew’s I value highly the contribution to ministry many people
are offering. I am enjoying linking with families who are getting involved
with our worshipping life. I enjoy meeting people at the market days as
our church offers Devonshire Teas. I have withdrawn from much of my
earlier Diocesan commitments and my focus is on the parish family.
I love our home (a little piece of paradise) and once we surface from an
enlarged kitchen, I hope we can share hospitality with many people in
the years ahead.
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AUTO TECHNICS

mta

Mechanical Repairs—all sizes and models
Diesel Specialists
Heavy Truck and Trailer
Ph 07 889 0015
Fax 07 889 0075

ALLAN CLARK

ph 027 271 4701

11 ANDERSON STREET MORRINSVILLE

A/H 07 889 3417

Thoughtful and Thorough

Matthew Sadlier
358 Thames Street
Morrinsville
Phone 07 889 4333

W.D. DAVENPORT AND CO. LTD.
BUILDER
Ph (07) 889 7951 Mob (027) 750 994
Private 889 7917 Fax (07) 889 7954
2579 State Highway 26
Morrinsville.
We appreciate the generosity of these advertisers—
please support them !
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